Basal cell carcinoma with tumor epithelial and stromal giant cells: a variant of pleomorphic basal cell carcinoma.
A case of basal cell carcinoma with giant cells of the central epithelial and surrounding stromal components is presented. The lesion was an 8-mm dome-shaped papule on the ear of a 66-year-old man. The giant cells of the epithelial component shared the immunophenotype of the more typical cells of the basal cell carcinoma (keratin, smooth muscle actin, and bcl-2 positive), whereas the stromal giant cells were positive only for bcl-2. This case represents a peculiar variant of pleomorphic basal cell carcinoma, the significance of which is unknown.